8. TRANSPORTATION PLAN ELEMENT

(Summary of 2025 Plan, adopted in May 2001)

The Lexington Metropolitan Planning Organi zation (M PO) isthe organi zation charged with theresponsibility
for all aspectsof highway and transit planning in the two-county Metropolitan Planning Area (Fayetteand
Jessamine Counties). The M PO’ strangportation planning respong bilitiesare defined under The Federa Highway
Act of 1962 and subsequent amendments. Thelatest isThe Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.
Thisfederal legidation requires urban areas with apopulation of 50,000 or more to conduct acontinuing,
comprehensive, and coordinated processfor the devel opment of transportationimprovements. TheAct continues
previousprogramswith new initiativesto meet the chalenges of improving safety astraffic continuestoincrease
at record levels, protect and enhance communities and the natural environment aswe provide transportation,
and advance A merica seconomic growth and competitivenessdomesticaly and internationdly through efficient
andflexibletransportation. TheM PO processiscoordinated ¢l osely withland use planning, zoning, devel opment,
traffic operations, and many other functionswithin the L exington-Fayette Urban County Government. The
M PO structure consists of aPolicy Committee, Technical Committee, other subcommittees, and astaff that is
withinthe LFUCG Divisonof Planning.

Planning efforts of the MPO must also consider theair quality impacts of Scott County to the north (see
Section 4.4.5). While Scott County isnot officialy apart of the MPO planning areg, itispart of theMPOAir
Qudity Didrict designated by the United States Environmenta ProtectionAgency (USEPA). Separately prepared
transportation planning documentsrequire approval of state and federal agenciesand are adopted by the
Planning Commission by referencein thisPlan Update. This Chapter isthe Transportation Plan Element
required by KRS 100 asapart of alocally adopted comprehensive plan. Most of the Chapter isasummary of
the Year 2025 Transportation Plan recently submitted to thelocal, state, and federal agenciesfor approval.
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8.1 YEAR 2025 TRANSPORTATION
PLAN

The Year 2025 Transportation Plan describesthe
transportation improvements necessary to support
the growing needs of thetwo-county area (Fayette
and Jessamine) from FY-2002 through 2025. MPO
Transportation Plansare updated on athree-year
planning cycle. The Year 2025 Transportation Plan
isconsidred aworking document, which will be
used to guide the implementation of actual
transportation projects. Asenvisioned inthe 2025
Plan, the area sfuture transportation system will
provide for more multi-modal and inter-modal
travel, contribute to meeting local and national
environmental goals, maketravel more equitable
among population sectors, and strengthenthearea’s
ability to compete economically. The Year 2025
Transportation Plan updates and supersedesthe
Year 2018 Transportation Plan publishedin 1998
and extends the planning horizon from 2018 to
2025. It accountsfor real and projected changes
sincethelast transportation plan was published in
1998, including increased population, job related
devel opment, futureland use plans, and significant
increasesintravel. The 2025 Trangportation Plan
is a reassessment of the goals, objectives,
community values, and land use plans. Theupdate
regffirmsthevdidity of projectsnot yet implemented
from the Year 2018 Transportation Plan and
anticipatestransportation needsto year 2025. The
previous plan was based upon land use forecasts
contained in the 1996 Comprehensive Plan for
Fayette County and similar comprehensive plans
for Jessamine County and thecitiesof Nicholasville
andWilmore. The Year 2025 Transportation Plan
isbased uponthelatest land use plansfor the same
aress.

The Year 2025 Transportation Plan consists
primarily of the Sate Sx-Year Highway Plan FY
2000 — 2006; a Highway Element with Surface
Trangportation Program fundsfor Lexington (SLX)
and Non-SL X Funded Projects; Transit Element;
and aBicycle/Pedestrian Element.
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Map 8.1 depictsall approved highway and road
projects within Fayette County from the 2025
Transportation Plan. The 2025 Transportation
Plan focuses upon the major elements of the
transportation system, particularly onesthat may
require state or federal fundsfor construction or
operation. Loca comprehensive planning requires
congderation of loca and collector Street systems,
aswell asthearterials. To thisend, this Chapter
containsoneadditiona section (Section 8.9) notin
the 2025 Transportation Plan related to collector
road planning. This has been added to this 2001
Plan Update because of itsimportance to local
planning andimplementation decisons. Theadopted
detailed |and use plan maps a so show theexisting
and proposed collector road network. A more
detailed description of theelementsisfound inthe
following sections.

The Year 2025 Transportation Plan also contains
alist of unscheduled (unfunded) transportation
needsin an appendix. Theseunscheduled needsare
not apart of recommendations of thefinancially
balanced, air quality conforming Year 2025
Trangportation Plan. Not al trangportation system
deficienciescan beremedied with availablefunding.
Theadopted plan prescribesthe best use of current
fundsto meet themogt critical needs. All other needs
that wereidentified viathelocal planning process
by the Transportation Technical Coordinating
Committee (TTCC) and the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet have been listed as
unscheduled needs in the Year 2025
Transportation Plan's Appendix 4. This list is
referred to in future planning effortsand will be
updated on a biennial basis as a part of the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’'s Six-Year
Panning process.
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8.2 SIX-YEAR HIGHWAY PLAN:
FY 2000 — 2006

The Sx-Year Planisdeveloped by the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet (KY TC) andrevised every
two years to coincide with the Kentucky State
Legidativesession. The Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet usestheproject litsfromtherura counties
and the Transportation |mprovement Programs
(T1Ps) fromurban areaswith Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (M POs) to devel op thisdocument.
TIPs (see Section 8.3) are 3-year plans for the
funding and implementation of transportation
improvement projects.

MPOsnow havegrester authority than ever before;
thereforeitisimportant that the TIPsand the Sate
Sx-Year Planbein agreement. The source of all
TIP projects must be the MPO Long Range
Transportation Plan. The current Sate Sx-Year
Plan contains projects for this MPO area based
upon the previous TIP and the Year 2018
Transportation Plan (whichissuperseded by the
Year 2025 Transportation Plan). During the plan
update process, the projectsfound inthe Sate Sx-
Year Plan weretested to confirm their continued
validity. All projectswithinthe MPO areaincluded
inthe Sate Sx-Year Planand not yet implemented
were found to be necessary to reduce traffic
congestion and toimproveair quality. Therefore,
the Year 2025 Transportation Plan includes all
Sate Sx-Year Plan projects for the counties of
Fayette and Jessamine. Sincethisaccountsfor the
fiscal years 2000 through 2006, therest of the Year
2025 Transportation Plan beginswherethe Sate
Sx-Year Planleavesoff.

Theadopted SL X (Surface Transportation Program
—Lexington Kentucky) projectsare projectsthat
will befunded with Federal Surface Transportation
Program funds designated for the Lexington Area
MPO. Non-SL X projectsare projectsthat will be
funded with other sourcesof funding such as, State
Projects, Federa Surface Transportation Program
(non SLX), Nationa Highway System (NHS), and
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality funds
(CMAQ) (For more detailed descriptions of
projectsand their funding sources, seethe Year 2025
Transportation Plan).

8.3 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM (T1P) PROCESS

The document used to implement the Year 2025
Transportation Plan will be the 2002-2005
Transportation Improvement Program (T1P). The
LexingtonAreaMetropolitan Planning Organization,
in cooperation with the Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet (KYTC), FHWA and other agencies
including affected transit operators, will annually
developaTIP Thisprogramwill beamended on
an “as needed’ basis according to a schedule
established by the M PO staff and approved by the
Transportation Policy Committee. The purpose of
thisdocument isto develop apriority list of projects
to becarried out within afour-year period following
the adoption of each TIP. The TIPisrequired to
containafinancia planthat demonstrateshow TIP
projectswill be scheduled and financed with the
fiscal resourceslikely (or estimated) tobeavailable.
Projectsthat have beenimplemented are dropped
from the TIP project listing as new projects are
identified from the Year 2025 Transportation Plan
(and future plan updates) and added to thelisting
during the annual TIP update/revision process.
Projects recommended by the Congestion
Management Committeemust a so beincludedin
theTIP.

Theannual update of the TIPwill be coordinated
with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet so that
the Sate Sx-Year Highway Plan and the State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) are
in agreement with the MPO’s TIPR. It will aso
includepublicinput asoutlinedinthe MPO Public
Participation Processdocument.
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84 TRANSIT ELEMENT

Inan attempt to balancethe current fiscal congraints
with the recognized need for improved transit
service, the Year 2025 Transit Plan recommends
two plan phases. These phasesareoutlinedin8.4.1
and 8.4.2 below. Other features of the Trangit Plan
include the carpool/vanpool program and
paratransit for the elderly and disabled.
Condderation of theAmericanswith DisahilitiesAct
(ADA) isimportant to trangt and mobility planning.
Recommendations for Paratransit and Mobility
Coordinationare outlined separately (see Sections
8.4.3and 8.4.4).

8.4.1 Phasel-Maintenance/ I mprovement
Of Existing System

Thefirg phaserecommendsthat theLexTran system
continueto providethecurrent level of servicewith
minor improvements. Theprimary condderaionbehind
thisrecommendationislimited fisca resources. The
continued lossof federd operating fundsincreasesthe
locd burden of providing publictransportetion. Inthis
scenario, LexTranwill still need to find additiona
fundingjust tomaintainthesystem. Thisfirst phaseof
mantaningtheexiding sysemisexpectedtolast until
theyear 2010. Map 8.2 depictstheapproved Trangit
Routesfromthe 2025 Plan.

Under thisrecommendation, only minor routevariations
areanticipatedin Phase 1. Any servicechangestothe
existing route system would be made only to better
alocatethelimited resourcesavailable. Thecurrent
weekday scheduling of 30-minute heedwaysduring
pesk hour and 60-minuteserviceduring midday would
be continued. Weekend servicewould continueto
operateon an hourly basisfrom6:00am.tolam.
Hourly night servicewould beavailableevery day of
theweek until 1:00am. Contracted ADA paratransit
savicewoulddsocontinuea itscurrent leve of srvice
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Thescheduled improvementsinthe Trangportation
Improvement Program — FY 2002 — FY 2005
include the continuation of acapital programto
purchase new busesfor theaging LexTran fleet.
The program has schedul ed expendituresin each
of thefour yearsfor thispurpose. Fundingisaso
includedinthenew four-year TIPfor new LexVans
andfacility repair. Amgjor capitd expenditurewill
beto rehabilitate the recently acquired LexTran
Maintenance Facility, which is adjacent to the
exiding LexTranfacility onLoudonAve. Theproject
will dsoincludethe purchaseof upto nine(9) new
busesto replace busesthat are over 15 yearsold.
Thiswill bedonein FY 2002, using Federd Section
5309 funds. Once completed, this facility will
provideindoor garage spacefor al LexTran buses,
thusbetter maintaining thefleet.

LexTranshould continueto search for other funding
sourcesin hopesof further expanding andimproving
thetransit system in future years. Asit becomes
feasbletoimplement additiona changes, thetranst
alternatives examined in the Year 2025
Transportation Plan will be considered for
expansion of theLexTran systemin Phase 2.

8.4.2 Phase2—-Expanson Of LexTran System

Anexpans on of the LexTran system cannot occur
until adedicated funding sourceisestablished. Itis
recommended that LexTran and the LFUCG begin
now to securesuch funding for thetrangit system. It
isanticipated that thiswill requireareferendumfor
a dedicated tax. To promote all alternative
transportation, the LFUCG should consider the
possibility of creating adedicated tax for al types
of improvementsfor amulti-modal transportation
System.

Theimprovementsto beimplemented during Phase
2 include LexTran core system improvements,
system expansion, and express service. These
variousalternatives are outlined below. Through
these improvements, gaps in service will be
eliminated and regional needswill bemet. Phase2
isexpectedtobeginin 2010, after fundingissecured.

LexTran Core System Improvements

Increased frequency of serviceisrecognized asa
key element to enhancing the existing fixed route
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system. Currently, LexTran provides peak service
every 30 minutes. Improved frequency of service
for peak travel hours during the work week has
always been seen asessential to building astrong
trangt systlem. Thisimproved servicewould operate
at 15-minuteinterva sbetweenthe hoursof 7:00to
9:00am. and 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Thischange
isrecommended asthefirst improvement to the
system when a dedicated source of revenue is
established.

Lextran System Expansion

In the transit section of the Year 2025
Transportation Plan, transit attractions and
generatorswereidentified, and several potentia
routes suggested. The proposed route additionsfor
consideration in Phase 2 include Airport—
Keendland, CrossTown, Citation, and Alumni. All
proposed additionswill have apositiveimpact on
the LexTran system and will addresscommunity-
wide needs. These needsaredetailed inthe Plan
Development chapter of the 2025 Plan. When
funding isin placetoinitiate Phase 2, it will be
necessary to re-eva uate these proposed routesand
consider any new needsthat emerge over the next
decade.

Express Service/ Regional Transit

Fayette County hasstrong economiclinksto al of
itssurrounding counties, aswell asFranklin County.
As creation of a dedicated funding source is
consdered, it will beimportant to consider regiona
public transportation strategiesto meet thedemands
of theexpanding Bluegrasscommunity. Thisneed

may be addressed by establishing express bus
service between Lexington and the other counties.
Regional linkages with the major town and or
employment area of each of the surrounding
counties, plusFrankfort, should be considered for
such service. The new expressroutes could meet
the commuting needs of both countiesinvolved
whereastronginterrelationship exists. Any attempt
to establish express service between Lexington and
surrounding communities will require careful
consideration of both the route and stopsand the
hoursaf operation. Sincesuchlinkageswoul d benefit
both countiesinvolved, itisappropriateto examine
shared funding for theseroutes.

Thesedternativesarediscussed in greater detail in
the Year 2025 Transportation Plan. Asthe 2000
Censusinformationisreleased, it will beagppropriate
tore-evauatethe need for regional transit and to
prioritize the devel opment of these routes. Cost
estimateswill a'so need to bere-evaluated asthe
timefor implementation approaches. Any express
route implementation will beapart of the Phase 2
improvements.

8.4.3 Paratransit

Theloca paratransit serviceisprovided througha
contract with LexTran. This service is in
conformancewiththereguirementsof theAmericans
with DisabilitiesAct of 1990. Thelast update of the
local paratransit plan was submitted in January
1996. The Federal Transit Authority (FTA)
determined that the Lexington area’'s 1996
Americanswith Disabilities (ADA) Paratransit
Plan Update was in compliance with Federal




regulations, and that future updates were not
required. Instead, the Lexington Transit Authority
signsan annual assurance that shows continued
compliancewith requirementsin order toreceive
FTA funding.

The 1996 Transit Plan showed increased demand
for paratrangit for futureyears. The document also
projected that the entire LexTran fleet would be
accessibleby 1996 if planned equipment purchases
wererealized. Through equipment purchasesand
rehab of older vehicles, theLexTranfleet hasbeen
fully accessible since 1998. The increased
accessibility of thefixed route systemisexpected
to help meet the growing demand for paratransit
sarviceinfutureyears. Continued upgrading of the
paratransit and fixed routefleetswill berequired
during the plan period to maintain the quality of
service to the disabled population. It is
recommended that thisparatransit service continue
to be provided for all of Fayette County. The
alternative of reducing the service area to the
required ¥+mile radius around the fixed routes
would negatively impact the quality of servicefor
thedisabled community.

8.4.4 Mobility Coordination

Established in 1997, the Lexington Bluegrass
Mobility Office providesthe opportunity to expand
the transportation coordination efforts and the
continued growth of the MPO’semployer based/
generd publicridesharing program. Thefollowing
recommendationsdescribethework activitiesthat
will increasethe public participationinthe services
of the L exington BluegrassMohility Office.

It is recommended that a direct and indirect
marketing plan beimplemented and maintained
throughout theplan period. Theprogramisintended
to generateincreased participation and avareness
of the servicesof theLexington BluegrassMobility
office. Thepromotiona planwill include carpools,
vanpools, transit, bicycling, walking, and
telecommuting. Marketing productswill indudesuch
items as customized site-specific surveys,
information folders, Ozone handbooks, brochures
and promotiona items. Other promotiond expenses
will include the mediaand broadcast costsfor the
public awarenesscampaign. A primary component
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of marketing theMobility Officeisimproved public
awarenessof theservicesoffered by the Geo Match
computer information system. Geo Match is a
geographic based system that matches peoplewith
carpools, vanpools, and providestrangt information.
Thissystem needs continued maintenance, training,
and updating to facilitate the day-to-day operation
of theMobility Office.

Animportant incentivefor peopletotry dternative
methods of transportation isthe establishment of a
Guaranteed Ride Home Program (GRHP). The
GRHP, established in FY " 99, takesthe anxiety out
of leaving your car at home. Peoplethat carpool or
vanpool will nolonger need to worry about being
stranded a work, without acar, when they havean
emergency.

Groundleve ozoneisasgnificant probleminmany
U.S. datieswithautomobilesproducing morepolluted
air than any other source. Continued urban growth
inthe Lexington MPO hassignificantly increased
the vehicle miles traveled (VMTs), with a
corresponding increasein theground level ozone.
Projected growth in the L exington areaindicates
thistrendwill continue. Inaddition, morestringent
air quality standards adopted by the Federal
Government in August 1997 emphasize the
importanceof addressingtheair quality. See Section
4.4.5for moreinformation onAir Quality.

Inlight of air qudity concerns, the M PO promotes
a voluntary Ozone Reduction Program. This
increases public awareness of the effectsof ground
level ozoneand may includeformation of apublic/
private Ozone Prevention Coalition. The ozone
prevention activitiesare coordinated with and further
promote the activities and work elements of the



Mobility Office. TheMobility Officewill continue
to promote an array of ozone reduction commute
options Thisindudescarpooling, vanpooling, trangt,
telecommuting, walking and bicycling.

TheMobility Officeintendsto continueexpansion
of thevery successful LexVVan Commuter Vanpool
Program. Thiswill include the purchase of new
vehiclesfor the LexVanfleet. Thisexpansionis
expected to include an average of five new
passenger vans per Fiscal Year. Another focus of
theLexVan Programwill beto build upontheinitial
success of the LexVan Welfare-to-Work
trangportation program. The Mobility Officewill
provideass stanceto governmenta, socid service,
and other community organizations that are
addressing the problemsassociated with welfare
reform. Theofficewill seek to continualy improve
coordination of transportation servicesrequired by
thesegroups.

TheMobility Officewill work with the Lexington
Transit Authority on the implementation of an
Employer Tax Benefit Commute Program. Initial
work isexpected toincludeidentifying an Employee
Transportation Coordinator (ETC) for each of the
50largest employers. Theseindividuaswould help
organize employee meetings, ridesharefairs, and
distribute mobility surveys. Education/promotion
effortsand ridesharing surveyswill aso focuson
mag or employersinthecommunity.

8.5 BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN ELEMENT

Concernsabout traffic congestion and air quality
areincreasing both locally and nationally. Inthe
searchfor solutions, thereisan emerging redization
that bicydingandwalking arelegitimatedternatives
to motorized modes of transportation. Lexington
hasanumber of traitsthat typically characterize
cities with a higher than average potential for
increased utilitarian bicyding. Themost predominant
of theseincludeamoderate climate, the presence
of alarge university, a high proportion of the
population commuting fivemilesor less, and an
approach to land use which favors compact
development.

Taking advantage of this potential will require
concerted effortsto overcomethebarrierstobicycle

travel. Municipditieswithacomprehensivebicycle
plan haveamuch better chanceof deve opingbicycle
facilitiesand programsthan communitiesthat usea
piecemeal approach. The purpose of thebicycle
and pedestrian componentsof the Lexington Area
MPO Year 2025 Transportation Plan is to
establish guidelinesand strategiesthat will alow
bicycling and walking to truly become viable
transportation optionsfor our communities.

Providing for non-motorized travel isanimportant
element of the overall transportation system.
Increasing thelevelsof bicycleand pedestriantrip
making can have apositiveimpact on air quality
andtraffic congestion. A transportation system that
iswell designed and constructed to safely and
conveniently accommodate both motorized and
non-motorized modes of transportation creates
additiond travel optionsfor individuas.

The Year 2025 Transportation Plan recommends
atwo-tiered approach toimproving conditionsfor
bicycling and walking in the MPO area. On one
tier, thisplan supportsthe creation of greenways
and other off-gtreet facilities. The M PO staff played
an important role in the development of the
L exington-Fayette Urban County Government
Greenway Plan (November 1992), which
established guidelines for the creation of an
interconnected greenway trail system comprised of
both on-street and off-street facilities. While
greenwaysareprimarily recregtiond infunction, they
can a so beused for transportation purposes. When
completed, thegreenway sysemwill providebicyde
and pedestrian accessibility to major destinations
throughout the L exington urban area. Fecilitiesthat
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could beconsderedfor thistier includesigned bike
routes, bike paths and multi-use paths. The 1992
Greenway Plan is currently being updated and
expanded andisdated for adoptionin early 2002.
The MPO staff will continue to work with the
Greenspace Planner and relevant Divisonstoensure
coordination occurs between greenway projects
and bikeand pedestrian way planning.

The second tier of the MPO’s strategy involves
examining thesystem asawholeand recommending
specific facilities or treatments for improving
bicycling conditions. Thistier will focusprimarily
on collector and arteria routesand will beaimed at
increasing utilitarian and commuter bicycling.
Fadilitiesthat could beconsdered for thistier include
bikelanes, wide curb lanes, and paved shoulders.

In addition to thistwo-tiered approach, the 2025
Plan also recommendsthe use of support facilities
and system-wideimprovementssuch as:

e Increasedbicycleparking

e Ingtalingbicycleracksonbuses

e Bicydefriendlytrafficagnds, drainage
grates, and railroad crossings

e  Improving problemswith sight distance

e Better attention to pavement quality and
maintenance, epecidly along routes
with highbiketravel

e Integrating bicyclefactorsintothetravel
demand forecasting model

In late 1999, the Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory
Committee (BPAC) wasformed inresponseto a
recommendation of the Year 2018 Transportation
Plan Update. The purpose of the BPAC is to
provide advice, technical guidance and
recommendationsto the MPO related to carrying
out theMPO’sgoasand objectives. Specificgoas
and objectivesrelateto bicyclingand walkingin
order to promote these modes as part of a
continuing, comprehensve, coordinated and multi-
modal transportation planning process. Theprimary
responsibilitiesof theBPAC areasfollows:

e Develop, review, and comment on
proposed gods, objectivesand policies
for the MPO bicycle and pedestrian
transportation planning process.
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e Review and provide input to the
development of al MPO short andlong-
rangetrangportation plans, studiesand
other work eements, asrequired by the
M PO bicycleand pedestrian planning
process.

e Facilitate coordination, communication
and understanding between the public,
policy/decision makers, transportation
related agencies, and all other parties
involved in or affected by the MPO
bicycle and pedestrian planning
process.

e Provideaforumfor citizeninput and
participation onbicydingand pedestrian
iSsues.

e Serveasaresource and information
support group to the MPO, its
Committees, and thepublic.

e  Devdopandimplement action plansto
accomplishthebicycle and pedestrian
related goals and objectives of the
Transportation Plan and other related
plansand policiesadopted by the M PO.

e Makepolicy recommendationsto the
Transportation Policy Committee
(TPC) regarding bicycling and
pedestrianissues.

e Facilitate Federal, State, and other
funding opportunitiesfor bicycleand
pedestrianfacilitiesand programs.

In support of the adopted goals of providing a
balanced and coordinated multi-modal
transportation system and encouraging the use of
all viable modes of transportation, the Bicycle
Pedestrian Advisory Committee hasreviewed the
proposed trangportation projectsfor the Year 2025
Transportation Plan and has recommended
potential bicycle/pedestrian treatmentsto enhance
the Year 2025 Plan projects. Thesetreatmentsare
ligedindetail in Chapter 6 (Flan Recommendations)
of the Year 2025 Transportation Plan.

8.6 GOODSMOVEMENT PLANS

Theadopted highway planisintended to servetruck
carriersfor the efficient movement and supply of
goods, aswell asto serve passenger automobiles



and other typesof vehicles. Newtown Pikefrom
[-64/1-75 isone of Fayette County’smost utilized
truck routes. A project to improvethis corridor
was moved up in the 2025 Plan from 2009 to
2005. To date, the Lexington area MPO does
not appear to have severetruck carrier problems
and conflicts. However, torelieve conflict between
truck traffic and areas of the community where
truck trafficisinappropriate, it isrecommended
to continue the existing methods explained in
Chapter 3 (Existing Transportation System) of
the 2025 Plan. These methods include: sign
restriction of truck movements; enforcement;
established truck route systems (by city
ordinances); on and off-street |oading/unl oading
zones, facilities, restrictionsand regulaions. These
methods should be expanded or revised when
needed. When the need arises, urban goods
movement must be made alarger component of
the area’ stransportation planning process. Truck
traffic problemswill be continually monitored
through the transportation planning process. All
L exington M PO areacommitteesand government
agencies involved with various aspects of
transportation, aswell ascitizens, haveinput into
the existing planning process. It has been
suggested that further research should be
conducted regarding federal regulations and
overnight accommodation needsfor truck drivers
passing through Fayette County, as they may
impact land use plans near interchanges.

8.7 AVIATION IMPROVEMENT PLANS

For complete and comprehensiveinformation on
aviationintheLexington planning area, refer tothe
1995 Blue Grass Airport Master Plan Update.
Thisdocument, created by the Lexington-Fayette
Urban County Airport Board, contains detailed

informationontheexigting airport, futureprojections,
plan alternatives, and recommendations. It is
currently being updated and isdated for completion
inthenear future. MPO gtaff and BluegrassAirport
staff coordinate on projects that impact both
jurisdictions. For discussion of the Airport Rural
Activity Center and related land use issues, see
Section 6.3.4; and for discussion of the Versailles
Road Corridor Study, see Section 6.5.7 of thisPlan
Update.

8.8 PASSENGER RAIL

Analysis prepared for the previous two
trangportation plan updatesindicated that passenger
rail wasnot afeasibletransportation dternativefor
theLexingtonareaat that time. That finding continues
to hold true today and the outlook is expected to
remain the samethrough the planning period. After
the 2018 Plan, the Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet (KTC) examined the possibility of inter-
urban passenger rail service in more detail. As
discussed inthefull 2025 Plan, the consultant’s
study in 1999 indi cated that passenger rail wasnot
aviable option for this area. This assessment is
related to low population density and low
concentration of urban devel opment, combined with
thehigh capita and operating costsassociated with
developing a passenger rail system. Transit
promoting websites report that throughout the
United States, only 3 of the 28 metropolitan areas
with populations between one and two million
people have, or are serioudy planning, commuter
rail or light rail systems. No community withless
than 1 million persons (now or anticipated inthe
near future) is reported to be proposing a new
system at thistime. Nonetheless, thefeasibility of
Rapid BusTrangt may beexaminedinfutureupdates
of the transportation plan, as funding becomes
available. Thisoption would provide adedicated
routefor bususe, ensurethefrequency of service,
anddiminatetrafficbarriers.

The 2025 Plan recommends that if continued
analysis of the feasibility for development of
AMTRAK and inter-urban passenger rail service
in Central Kentucky occurs, the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet Division of Multi-modal
Programsshould lead thiseffort.
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8.9 COLLECTOR ROAD SYSTEM

Attheloca planninglevd, decisonsaremadeabout
road locations and layout primarily during the
comprehensive plan process and the devel opment
plan review process. To assure adequate
connectionsto themagjor road system, existing and
proposed collector roadsare shown onthedetailed
land usemaps. They illugtrate gpproximatelocations
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to berefined during the devel opment processand
to be constructed as part of the development. For
proper traffic flowswithin neighborhoodsand for
adequate pedestrian and bicycle movement
opportunities, additiond interconnecting streetsand
pathsarecritical and should be constructed during
devel opment.



